
 

Minutes for Fish and Wildlife Board Meeting 

July 18, 2012 
 
The Fish & Wildlife Board held a meeting on Wednesday July 18, 2012, at St. Leo’s 
Hall 109 South Main Street Waterbury, VT 05671. 
 

Members of the Board: Brian Ames (Chairman) Ed Gallo (Vice Chair), Kevin Lawrence,  

Pete Allard, Craig Green, Jeff Salvador, Grant Spates, Craig Nolan, Bob Shannon, Justin 

Lindholm, Steven Adams, Gary Gibbs. Absent: Ron Wilcox and Craig Lantagne.  

 

Fish and Wildlife Staff: Patrick Berry (Commissioner) Kim Royar (Deputy 

Commissioner), David Englander (General Counsel), Col Dave Lecours (Director of Law 

Enforcement) Adam Murkowski (Wildlife Biologist), Shawn Good (Fish Biologist) Eric 

Palmer (Fish Biologist) John Gobeille  (Wildlife Biologist) Susan Warner (Outreach 

Director), Mary Diego (Executive Assistant (Counsel) Chris Saunders (Hunter 

Education)  

 

Members of the Public: Lawrence Pyne, Roy Kilburn, Walt Driscoll, Richard 

Greennough, Ken Atkins, Chris Atkins.  

 

The Board meeting was called to order at 5:00 PM, EST by Chairman Ames. 

 

Minutes from June 14, 2012: 

 

There were three amendments made to the minutes from the previous meeting on June 

14, 2012.  

Ed Gallo motions to accept the amended minutes from June 14, 2012. 

Grant Spates seconded.  

Minutes passed unanimously as amended.  

 

Water Fowl: The proposed regulation to establish the 2012 September Canadian Goose, 

Youth Waterfowl Hunting and Woodcock and Snipe Seasons was sent to the Board prior 

to the meeting.  

 

Gallo motioned to accept the proposed the rule,  

Allard seconded. 

 

Gibbs motioned to amend the regulation to eliminate the two-bird rule in Dead Creek 

WMA and extend the five-bird limit statewide.  

Nolan Seconded the Motion 

There was discussion about this motion with wildlife biologist Bill Crenshaw. 

Board Vote: 3 in favor, 8 opposed. 

Motion failed. 

 

 



 

The Chair called the question. 

The proposal passed unanimously. 

 

Seasons, Bag Limits Second Vote:  

 

Green motioned to accept the proposed amendments to 10 V.S.A. App. § 31, which 

extend the hare season in WMUs D and E as well as other house-keeping changes.  

Allard Seconded. 

 

The Chair called the question. 

Rule passed unanimously. 

 

Crossbow:  

Commissioner Berry introduced the Crossbow Memo and then introduced the Deer 

Biologist Murkowski who outlined the memo objectives and recommended not legalizing 

crossbows at this time. 

 

 Murkowski explained that deer management in Vermont revolves around regulating 
hunter effort in ways that maximizes opportunity while understanding that a large 
number of hunters pursue a limited number of deer annually.  In addition, to current 
petitions brought to the FWB the Fish and Wildlife Department (FWD) is analyzing 
data from the current Antler Point Restriction (APR) to increase our understanding 
of its impact on deer population dynamics.  Furthermore, data analysis is being 
conducted to better understand the biological impacts, if any that have occurred as a 
result of the APR.   
 
Thus, given current petitions before the FWB and the current review of the APR it is 
felt that prior to any regulatory changes occurring to Vermont’s deer season 
structure a comprehensive approach should be undertaken, thus, ensuring deer 
management strategies are driving deer population dynamics towards established 
population objectives.  The FWD does not oppose the utilization of various hunting 
implements to harvest deer, however, such recommendations should be understood 
and implemented in a manner that incorporates the larger deer management 
program.  Hunters act as wildlife managers through implementing harvest 
strategies that promote deer herd health.  As such it is important they be actively 
involved in the decision-making process.   
 

 The Board’s authority to enact a crossbow regulation is ambiguous. If the ambiguity 

cannot be resolved, a statutory change would be required to provide the Board with that 

authority. 

 

Shannon motioned to table the vote of the rulemaking for the crossbow until the May 

2013 Board Meeting. 

Spates seconded. 



Board Vote: 9 were in favor of the motion to table the rulemaking until the May board 

meeting. Allard and Greene abstained 

 

Expansion of the Archery Season Petition:  (From previous meeting)  

Robert Shannon motioned to table the archery season petition issues until the May 2013 

Board Meeting. 

Ed Gallo seconded 

Board Vote: Passed unanimously. 

 

The answer to the petitioners will be that their petitions are denied.  

 

Chair Ames called a dinner break at 6:30 PM.  

Chair Ames called the meeting back to order at 6:53 PM  

 

Bait Fish Regulations:  

 

Fisheries Director Eric Palmer gave an overview of what the regulations currently are, 

what the current concerns with regards to the regulations are, and what parts of the 

regulations are up for discussion and possibly change.  

 

There was discussion and interest about what the objectives of the regulations and the 

intention of them in the first place. The Board discussed the issues regarding the 

regulations as they currently are.   

Board Suggestions:  

 The ability to trap non-game minnows and return to shore and use the bait on the 

same body of water at a different access area. 

 

Ed Gallo motioned that the Board officially have the first vote and open the rule next 

month and that it will include the following language desired by the Board: “any” person 

may harvest for baitfish nongame baitfish minnows. (5.3.2) and (5.4.6) that baitfish may 

be transported to the same body of water as long as the transportation receipt has not 

expired.  

 

Grant Spates seconded the motion. 

Board Vote: Passed unanimously. 

 

 

Round Table: 

 

Gary Gibbs: Nothing 

 Steve Adams: Nothing 

Justin Lindholm: Received some negative feedback on the DFW Lands Rules,  but after 

he explained the objective of the rule  folks more understanding 

Robert Shannon: Would like the Department to do a Point of Sale presentation to the 

Board Concerned regarding the events that have been taking place this year related to 

nuisance bears.   



Jeff Salvador: Had the impression that the original Baitfish rule was intended to be 

temporary. His impression now is that we need to make changes otherwise the legislature 

will. 

 

 Ed Gallo: Did the Wildlife Violator Compact pass? Yes. He also raised a concern from 

dog sledders that sledding would be prohibited on WMAs by the proposed Lands Rule 

Kevin Lawrence: Financial question? Why are the lifetime licenses fees still so low? The 

answer was that any increase in fees can have a negative ripple effect. 

 

Commissioners Report: Nuisance bear issues are at a record high.   

 

Upcoming meetings: The Waterfowl Public Hearings will be held on August 7
, 
2012 in 

Castleton and on August 8
, 
2012 in Burlington. 

 

Steven Allard motioned to adjourn the meeting 

Ed Gallo seconded. 

Board Vote: Passed unanimously 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:47 EST  

 

 

 

 


